
NANCY RICHARDSON , Distinctive Real Estate , Jan. 2012  

M oney can't buy happiness, but 

knowing that the value of 

your assets will grow over time does 

give you peace of mind.  

 Negative press is leaving some 

home buyers stuck on the fence, but 

here are a few reasons to climb 

down.  

 In the long run you come out 

ahead; in the short run you enjoy 

your home. The paper value of your 

home won't rise much in the next 

couple of years. But if you want a 

home where you can raise your chil-

dren or retire for the rest of your 

life, the paper value will rise signifi-

cantly, or probably double or triple dur-

ing that time.  

 The recent survey by the Hartford/

MIT Lab's Home for a Lifetime survey 

shows that half of all homeowners pre-

fer their current home for retirement. 

Another 10 percent may choose to retire 

there, but aren't yet sure.  

 A home is like a savings account. 

Your initial costs of home buying will 

come back to you many times over dur-

ing the life of your mortgage. Your 

stake in the home builds every month. 

You'll have more than rent receipts in 

the future.  

 Mortgage payments are fixed; 

rental payments rise. On a fixed-rate 

mortgage, you know what your payment 

will be each month for years to come. 

 Apartment rents through the third 

quarter of 2010 were up 2.4 percent 

nationwide for the year and up twice 

that amount in larger cities. Nice apart-

ments were hard to find because the 

national vacancy rate is the lowest 

since 2006, according to a study by 

real estate research firm Reis, Inc.  

 There are many more reasons for 

having a home of your own, reasons 

that have little to do with the financial 

aspects. 

 Stability and community. You get to 

know the neighbors. Your kids won't 

have to change schools. They can 

keep their friends. You get to know 

their teachers and which parks, 

neighborhood facilities and merchants 

are best for you. Studies show that as 

people develop positive relationships 

with neighbors, they have more happi-

ness and less stress.  

 You get to be the boss. Dealing with 

a landlord and negotiating repairs are 

hassles you won't have to deal with. As 

the boss of your own place, you can 

paint, renovate and redecorate as much 

as you want and in any color or style 

you want.  

And when youôre ready, call Nancy. 

Or email: 

nancyrich803@yahoo.com 

Itôs time! 5 reasons to buy a home in 2012 

Dear Friends:  I want to wish you all a very happy and prosperous NEW YEAR!  

There are encouraging signs around Slidell (the once-stalled Fremaux Project is 

now back on track) that better times are on the horizon!  And since housing is at 

the base of the economic pyramid, it is definitely time to quit renting and move up 

to that home youôve been dreaming about.   Interest rates are still at all-time lows 

and there are programs that can get you into that home  with no money down.   I 
can help you with all that so CALL ME NOW!        Keep Slidell Beautiful during 

parade season by cleaning up your trash along the parade routes.   And be sure to 

come to Mona Lisa-Moon Pie parade in Olde Towne Slidell on Friday Feb. 10th.  

Look for me as a bag of sugar in the Cupcakes groupð the Queenôs Minions. 

     Keep Christmas alive all year by supporting the Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry.   


